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INTRODUCTION 


This Fact Book contains most of the basic information 
needed for an understanding of the size, distribution and 
characteristics of the aging population of the United States. 
As such it should fill a fundamental need for background 
knowledge on a subject of growing interest to all thoughtful 
citizens. 


The Fact Book consists of 21 charts, followed by 35 
tables. Facing each chart is a short statement summarizing 
its essential meaning and linking the data charted to facts of 
related significance. The tables contain the raw data for the 
charts plus additional information too detailed to be charted. 


It has not been possible, within the brief scope of the 
present publication, to include all the significant data on 
aging. Selection of charts and tables has been guided by a 
desire to bring together the facts of widest interest and ap- 
plication. The sources cited for the tables offer a useful 
point of departure for persons wishing additional information 
on any of the subjects touched on. 


The reader will note that the age groupings vary from 
table to table. Some of this is deliberate, since some age 
differences are more Significant for some characteristics 
than others. Other age groupings reflect data limitations. 
The use of the age grouping "65 years and over" in a number 
of tables is not intended to suggest that aging begins at 65. 
In a number of tables the age classes begin with age 45, in 
recognition of the fact that many of the problems of aging 
have their onset in middle life. 


The Fact Book was compiled and edited by a technical 
group of the Committee on Aging and Geriatrics represent- 
ing the Office of Education, the Office of Vocational Re- 
habilitation, the Public Health Service, and the Social Se- 
curity Administration, all of the Federal Security Agency. 
Charts were prepared by the Visual Aids Branch of the 
Division of Service Operations. Major responsibility for 
preparation of the Fact Book was borne by Jacob Fisher of 
the Social Security Administration. 
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Number of Older Persons 


Since 1900, the population of the United States has 
doubled, but the number of persons 45 to 64 years has tri- 
pled, while the number 65 years and older has quadrupled. 
There are now (early 1952) 13 million men and women 65 
years of age and over. This number is increasing currently 
at the rate of about 400,000 a year. 


Between 1940 and 1950 the country's population 65 years 
and over went up 36 percent. In California and Nevada the 
increase was 60 percent or more, in Arizona and Florida 
80 percent or more. 


One in every 12 persons in the country is 65 years and 
over. This ratio varies in the States from about 1 in 19 in 
South Carolina to 1 in 9 in New Hampshire. 


Women outnumber men 10 to 9 in the 65 and over age 
group. More than half of the women in this age class are 
widows. The majority of the men 65 years and over are 
still married, on the other hand. 


Living Arrangements 


Of the 13 million persons 65 years and over in the 
United States at the end of 1951: 


Nine million, or 7 in 10, lived in their own house- 
holds, of whom all but nearly 2 million had a wife, 
husbandor some other relative living with them. 


About 2-3/4 million others, or about 2 in 10, were 
living in the homes of relatives; 3 out of 4 in this 
group were women. 


A little over half a million were roomers or 
boarders in families not related to them. 


A little over 700,000 were living in institutions, 
hotels or large rooming houses. 


Financial Status 


Government estimates of what it cost an elderly couple 
to maintain a "modest but adequate" level of living in an 
urban area in October 1950 ranged from $1,602 a year in 
New Orleans to $1,908 in Milwaukee. 


In 1950 forty-three percent of the families headed by a 
person 65 years of age or over had a cash income of less 
than $1,500. Thirty percent had under $1,000. Fifteen per- 
cent had less than $500. 


In the same year, more than three-fourths of all persons 
65 years and over living alone or with nonrelatives had a 
cash income of less than $1,000. Nearly 40 percent had 
less than $500. 


At the end of 1951, less than 1 in every 3 persons 65 
years and over was receiving income from employment 
either as an earner or the wife of an earner. About 1 in 4 
was in receipt of old-age and survivors insurance benefits; 
another 8 percent were getting benefits from the special re- 
tirement systems for railroad and government workers or 
from the veterans' program. One person in every 5 was on 
old-age assistance. Between 2 and 3 in every 10 aged 
persons were living solely on other types of income (invest- 
ments, commercial annuities, industrial pensions, etc.) or 
were being supported completely by relatives. 


Nearly 2 out of 3 families with a head 65 years and over 
own their own homes as against a little over half in the gen- 
eral population. Total indebtedness, including mortgage, 

tends to be smaller in families with an aged head, while total 
assets and net worth tend to be larger. | 


Employment 


The proportion of men 65 years and over in the labor 
force declined from 68 percent in 1890 to 41 percent in 1952. 
Few changes have taken place, on the other hand, in the 
relative number of men 45-64 years in the labor force, 


oO Ss 


while the labor force participation rates of older women 
have gone up. 


Coupled with a parallel increase in longevity, the drop in 
work opportunities for older workers has made for a larger 
span of years in retirement. Between 1900 and 1940 the 
expected years in retirement for a man of 40 increased 
from 3 fo 6 years. 


In March 1952, nearly 3 million men and women 65 years 
and over were working. Forty percent were self-employed, 
of whom one-half were farm owners. 


Health 


Life expectancy at birth increased from 49 to 68 years 
between 1901 and 1949. The biggest improvement has oc- 
curred in the early years of life and becomes progressively 
smaller in the later years. 


On a given day, 14 in every 100 persons 65 years and 
over are unable to perform their regular duties because of 
disability, as compared with 5 per 100 in the general 
population. 


The leading causes of death in the later years are heart 
disease, cancer, cerebral hemorrhages and arteriosclerosis. 


Most elderly persons cannot finance adequate medical 


care without outside help. In 1950 only 1 out of 4 had hospi- 
talization insurance. 
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During the past half century the population of the United 
States has doubled, but the number of persons past age 65 
has quadrupled. 


In 1900 the proportion of men and women 65 years of age 
and over in our total population was 1 in 25. Today it is 
around 1 in 12, and steadily increasing. 


Equally significant is the increasing proportion of per- 
sons in middle age. In 1900, 1 person in 7 was 45 to 64 
years of age. Today the ratio is 1 in 5. | 


The big increase in the relative number of older persons 
is the result largely of gains in the control of infectious 
diseases, other advances in the fields of prevention and 
medical care and of the general rise in the standard of 
living. Fewer people die in childhood or their early adult 
years; more live to reach their 60's and 70's. 


OUR POPULATION IS AGING Chart 1 
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In 1950 the number of persons 65 years of age and over 
ranged from 5 per 100 in New Mexico to 11 per 100 in New 
Hampshire. 


New England and the West North Central States tended to 
have the highest ratios in the country. The lowest ratios 
were to be found in the South and Southwest. 


In States having high birth rates, and therefore more 
children, the proportion of old people is likely to be small. 
States with low birth rates, on the other hand, are likely to 
have a larger than average proportion of older persons. 
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The rate of growth in aged population, State by State, 
tends to follow the rate of growth in the population as a 
whole. There are exceptions, of course, but by and large 
States growing more rapidly than others also tend to have 
the largest relative increase in aged population. During the 
10 years 1940-50, the States with the largest percentage 
gains in population 65 years and over--Arizona, California, 
Florida, Nevada--were also the States with the largest rela- 
tive increase in total population. In these States the greater 
part of the increase in both total number and number of aged 
was due to interstate migration. Conversely, States with the 
smallest relative increase in aged residents, such as Iowa, 
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont, were among the States 
with a slow rate of growth in total population. Since large 
gains in the number of aged are generally associated with 
large gains in other age groups, States with the most rapid 
increase in aged population are not necessarily the States 
with the highest ratio of aged persons. 


Chart 3 
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The observation that women are tougher than men seems 
to be borne out by the facts. In 1950 there were 90 men 65 
years of age and over in the country for every 100 women in 
those ages. Fifty years earlier the advantage in numbers 
among older persons ran the other way--102 men for every 
100 women. The trend toward more older women than men 
is the result primarily of a more rapid decline in female 
than in male mortality. More boy babies are born than girl 
babies, but since in every age class the male death rate is 
higher than the female death rate, the male superiority in 
numbers, in a given generation, doesn't last very long. 


The fact that until 1930 there were more aged men than 
women is attributable in part to the relatively large number 
of men among the immigrants who came to this country in 
the heavy immigration of the decades prior to World War I. 
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Chart 4 


AGED WOMEN OUTNUMBER AGED MEN 


MEN PER 100 WOMEN (65 AND OVER) 
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SOURCE: TABLE 4. 


The typical older man is married, the typical older 
woman is a widow. Because women have a lower mortality 
rate than men, age for age, and tend to marry men older 
than themselves, relatively more women than men lose a 
spouse through death. Remarriage following death of 
spouse, furthermore, is more frequent among men than 
among women. By the time they reach 70, more than half 
of all women are widows. At that age, however, almost 3 in 
4 men are still married. It is not until they are 85 years or 
so that a majority of men find themselves in a widowed 
state. 
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Chart 5 


CHANGES IN MARITAL STATUS WITH AGE 
PERCENT OF MEN AND WOMEN 45 AND OVER, 1947 
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Most older persons live in families; relatively few live 
alone; very few live in institutions. 


| In 1950 almost 7 in 10 persons 65 years of age and over 
maintained households of their own. Such persons typically 
had a spouse or other relative living with them. Most of 
those who didn't have a household of their own were living 
in the homes of relatives. 


Altogether a little less than one-fourth of the persons 
past 65 years were not living in a family setting. This group 
included about 14 percent with households of their own but no 
relative present, 4 percent living as roomers or boarders 
with nonrelatives, and 6 percent in hotels, large rooming 
houses, and institutions 
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MOST AGED LIVE IN FAMILIES Chart ¢ 


HOUSEHOLD RELATIONSHIPS OF 
MEN AND WOMEN 65 AND OVER, 1950 
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Families with an aged head are by and large low-income 
families. If he is still working, the family head is past his 
peak earning period. If he is retired, his retirement income 
tends to be low. A relatively large number of families with 
an aged head are dependent on old-age assistance. 


In 1950 half the families with a head 65 years or over had 
a cash income below $2,000. Three in every 10 families 
with an aged head had less than $1,000 in income. In that 
year the Bureau of Labor Statistics estimated that an aged 
retired couple living in a city would need from $1,600 to 
$1,900, depending upon the city of residence, to maintain an 
adequate level of living. 


Older persons living alone tend to have smaller incomes 
than families with an older head. In 1950 half the persons 
aged 65 and over living alone or with nonrelatives had cash 
incomes below $650. 
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AGED HAVE LOW INCOMES ee 
INCOME OF FAMILIES AND OF 
PERSONS LIVING ALONE, 1950 
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Older persons save a smaller proportion of their income 
than persons in their early and middle adult years. On the 
other hand, their total indebtedness, including mortgages, 
tends to be smaller, while net worth, including the value of 
owned home, tends to be larger. These differences are re- 
lated to changes in the spending-saving pattern with age. 
Older persons are past the period when relatively large 
debts are incurred as the result of the purchase of a home 
and the equipment and furnishings that go with it. They are 
no longer under the necessity to save a significant propor- 
tion of their income to amortize such debts, and to pay pre- 
miums on public or private insurance plans providing bene- 
fits in old age. Many have completed mortgage payments on 
their homes. Their household goods replacement needs are 
fewer because these get less wear with the children grown 
up and off on their own. Automobiles also seem to last 
longer. Income is smaller but less of it goes to pay off 
debts, more of it goes into food, fuel, and medical care. 
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AGED SAVE LESS —- Chart 8 
HAVE SMALLER DEBTS 
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Among persons aged 65 years and over, as among other 
adults in the population, employment constitutes the most 
frequent source of income. Ranking second in frequency as 
a source of income is old-age and survivors insurance, 
followed by old-age assistance. 


In December 1951 three in every 10 persons 65 years and 
over were in receipt of earnings either as earners or the 
wives of earners. Old-age and survivors insurance benefits 
were going to 25 percent, while 21 percent, including some 
insurance beneficiaries, were on old-age assistance. About 
8 percent were benefiting from the special programs for re- 
tired railroad and government workers and for veterans. 
Perhaps 5 or 6 percent were receiving payments under pri- 
vate insurance and annuity contracts, and 3 percent under 
private retirement plans. Income from investments, and 
contributions from children and other relatives constituted 
sources of income for an unknown number of aged. A large 
group, primarily widowed women, had no cash income at all, 
and were living with and being supported by children and 
other relatives. 


Some aged persons received income from two or more 
sources. Generally speaking the larger the aged person's 
income, the larger the number of sources from which it is 
derived. 


The importance of these sources of income varied with 
age and size of income. By and large, persons past 75 years 
were more dependent upon social insurance benefits, annu- 
ities, public assistance and contributions from relatives, 
than persons in their late 60's or early 70's, more of whom 
depended on earnings. Earners tended to have higher in- 
comes than retired persons with benefit or assistance 
income. 


<2) 


WHERE AGED GET THEIR INCOME 
PERCENT OF PERSONS 65 AND OVER, DECEMBER /951 
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About 7 out of 8 of the 60 million persons in paid civilian 
employment in the United States in December 1951 had cov- 
erage under a public program providing old-age benefits. 


A little over 3 out of 4 were under old-age and survivors 
insurance. About 10 percent were under the special pro- 
grams for railroad and government workers. 


Eight million paid workers, or 1 in every 8, had no cov- 
erage under these programs. Nearly 5 million were farmers 
or irregularly employed farm wage workers not covered by 
OASI; another million worked for State and local govern- 
ments with no retirement system, and still another million 
were irregularly employed domestic workers. 


Around 10 million workers had jobs in concerns with pri- 
vate pension plans. Almost all were also covered by OASI 
or railroad retirement. Since nearly all private pension 
plans require from 10 to 25 years' service for benefits, it is 
difficult to say how many of these workers, in a mobile 
labor market, will draw benefits at the time of their retire- 
ment. 
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MOST WORKERS HAVE Chart 10 
OLD-AGE PROTECTION 


COVERAGE STATUS OF CIVILIAN WORKERS 
UNDER PUBLIC PROGRAMS, DECEMBER I95I 
PERCENT 















loo . FBR KSSH OTHER 
ERS SSS SE GOVERNMENT 
RRR DOMESTIC 
RRR KHOR KM 
NOT RRR AGRICULTURE 
ROO 
COVERED RRRRRRRRRRORRK 
GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEE 
RETIREMENT 
80 RAILROAD 
RETIREMENT 
60 
COVERED 
40 OLD-AGE AND 
SURVIVORS 
INSURANCE 
SOURCE: 
O TABLE 13. 


= 93 . 


The long-time trend in the relative number of workers 
among older persons has been downward. 


Between 1890 and 1940 the proportion of men 65 years of 
age and over in the labor force dropped from almost seven- 
tenths to a little over four-tenths. It rose somewhat during 
the tight labor market of the war and postwar years but at 
the end of 1951 was back to the 1940 level. 


Responsible in large measure for the decline in the labor 
force participation rate has been the shrinking place of agri- 
culture and self-employment generally in the national econ- 
omy. Farmers and other self-employed persons are often 
able to continue working, at least on a part-time basis, well 
beyond the average retirement age. The increasing prac- 
tice in industry and commerce, on the other hand, is to re- 
tire employees at a fixed age. With fewer farmers in the 
population, the opportunities for remaining at work in the 
older ages have steadily dwindled. The drop in the relative 
number of older workers reflects also, to some extent, in- 
creasing acceptance of the idea of voluntary retirement. 


Labor force participation rates for men 45 to 64 years 
have changed little in the past 50 years. The rates for 
women of all ages have gone up, reflecting shifts in the 
kinds of jobs the economy has to offer, a reduction in the 
burden of housekeeping tasks as a result of the decrease in 
household size and the development of household appliances, 
and changing ideas concerning the propriety of married 
women working. 
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RELATIVE NUMBER OF AGED aia 
WORKERS IS SHRINKING 

PERCENT OF MEN AND WOMEN IN LABOR FORCE 
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The decline over the past 50 years in opportunities for 
employment at the older ages has been paralleled by an in- 
crease in life expectancy. As a result the average number 
of years in retirement has lengthened. 


In 1900 the average white man of 40 could expect to live 
another 27.7 years, of which 24.5 would be spent in the labor 
force and 3.2 years in retirement. In 1940 the average 
white man of 40 could expect to live another 30.1 years, of 
which 24.2 would be spent in the labor force and 5.9 in re- 
tirement. Life expectancy had increased 2.4 years, but 
since working-life expectancy had declined three tenths of a 
year, the net gain in retirement expectancy was 2.7 years. 
The average retirement span for the man of 40, in other 
words, had nearly doubled. 


The average man of 60, similarly, gained eight-tenths of 
a year in life expectancy between 1900 and 1940, against a 
decline of 2.3 years in working-life expectancy, resulting in 
a net increase in retirement expectancy of 3.1 years. 
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LONGER LIFE ADDS YEARS Chart 12 
TO RETIREMENT 7 
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Most employment past age 65 is concentrated in the 65 
to 69 year old group. 


More than half the men over 65 but under 70 were in the 
labor force in March 1952. This ratio drops to 4 in 10 
among men 70 to 74 years and to less than 2 in 10 in the age 
group 75 years and over. 


The proportion of aged women at work shrinks with ad- 
vancing age, similarly, from 13 to 6 to 3 percent. 


This decline with age in the relative number of workers 
is to be expected. What is remarkable is the fact that sev- 
eral hundred thousand men and women past 75 are still 
working. Most of them are able to do so because they are 
working for themselves (farmers, for instance) or, if em- 
ployed by others, work part time. 
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Chart 13 


SOME MEN AND WOMEN STILL 
WORK AT ADVANCED AGES 
LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES, MARCH 1952 
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Among men disability is the most important reason for 
leaving the labor force. Since disability increases with age, 
it is not surprising that in March 1952 the proportion of men 
not in the labor force because they considered themselves 
unable to work increased from 4 percent among men 55 to 
64 years to 14 percent among men 65 years and over. Spe- 
cial studies suggest that these proportions do not reflect the 
full extent to which illness and disability keep people from 
working. Men classified in the chart as not in the labor 
force for "other" reasons--9 percent in the group 55-64 
years and 45 percent in the group 65 years and over--in- 
clude persons who have been retired for age or disability, or 
who have chosen to retire for personal reasons. Not all of 
them are available for employment in the usual sense of 
that term. 


Among older women, keeping house is the reason most 
frequently given for not working on a paid job. 
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Chart 14 


NEARLY HALF OF ALL AGED MEN WORK 


PERCENT OF MEN AND WOMEN BY 
EMPLOYMENT STATUS, MARCH 1952 
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Older workers differ from younger workers, among other 
ways, in the relatively larger number who are self-em- 
ployed. This is the product of two factors--some wage and 
salary workers go into business for themselves when they 
have accumulated sufficient capital, a process which may 
take years; and, secondly, self-employed persons, such as 
farmers, small businessmen, and members of the profes- 
sions xemain longer in gainful employment than wage and 
salary workers because they can control their own retire- 
ment, 


In March 1952 more than half of all employed persons 65 
years of age and over were wage and salary workers, but 
the self-employed group constituted 40 percent of the total 
as against 16 percent in the labor force as a whole. Data not 
illustrated in the chart indicate that the proportion of self- 
employed rises well over 50 percent among workers 75 
years and over. 
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MANY AGED WORKERS Chart 15 
ARE SELF-EMPLOYED 
PERCENT EMPLOYED BY CLASS, MARCH 1952 
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When grandfather was a boy, schooling did not have the 
importance it has since acquired. Not many boys and girls 
went on to high school, and higher education was for the 
select few. 


About one in every five persons aged 65 years and over 
today has had less than 5 years of schooling; about half 
failed to complete 8 years of grade school. Only about a 
fourth have had any high school education; fewer than one in 
ten have ever gone to college. 
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Chart 16 


AGED HAVE HAD LESS SCHOOLING 


PERCENT OF PERSONS BY YEARS OF 
SCHOOL COMPLETED, !1950 
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Over the past half century, the average life expectancy 
at birth has increased from slightly over 49 years to nearly 
68 years--almost two decades. Here is the basic reason for 
the greater proportion of older people in our midst. 


The improvement in life expectancy has been greatest at 
birth and decreases thereafter. While the individual, at age 
45, may have a 3 1/2 years greater life expectancy than he 
had in 1900, by the time he reaches 60 only 2 years have 
been added and by 75 hardly more than one year. At 85 life 
expectancy today is no greater than it was 50 years ago. In 
other words, more people survive to older ages than did 
formerly, but having gotten there they do not live longer than 
did the older people of 1900. 


At all ages, the life expectancy of women is greater than 


that of men. The difference is over 5 years at birth, and 
around 2 years at age 65. 
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WE LIVE LONGER Chart 17 
AVERAGE REMAINING YEARS OF LIFE 
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Illness is no respecter of age, but older persons are 
subject to more illness than others in the population. On 
any given day, one in every seven men and women aged 65 
and over is disabled, and 4 out of 7 of these (8 percent of all 
aged persons) are disabled because of major chronic dis- 
eases or impairments. This disability rate is around two 
and a half times as large as that for the total population, 
while the relative number of persons with chronic conditions 
is about four times that for the population as a whole. 


Such disability involved total incapacity to work at a job 
or to engage in normal household duties on the day of the 
interview. Disabilities of a less severe nature limit the 
activities of a very large proportion of other aged persons. 


These figures are taken from the National Health Survey 
of 1935-36. Although some 17 years old, they are the most 
recent data we have on the subject, and are generally ac- 
cepted as representative of the current situation. 
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Chart 18 


DISABILITY INCREASES WITH AGE 
PERCENT DISABLED ON DAY OF SURVEY, 
8 CITIES, 1935-36 
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Among the more disabling conditions are blindness, 
deafness and loss of use of leg or arm. 


According to the National Health Survey, the number of 
men with disabling orthopedic conditions increases from 6 
per thousand in the ages 45 to 64 to 14 per thousand among 
men 65 to 74 years, and 21 per thousand among men 75 
years and over. 


The rate for these ages for total blindness rises simi- 
larly from 2 to 13 per thousand, and for total deafness from 
1 to 9 per thousand. 


Impairments among women show the same progressive 
increase with age. 


Nondisabling orthopedic conditions, partial deafness and 
blindness in one eye are more frequently encountered than 
the major impairments. Information from the National 
Health Survey suggests that about 33 in every thousand men 
75 years and over are likely to be blind in one eye, 81 per 
thousand are likely to have a nondisabling orthopedic condi- 
tion, while 175 per thousand are likely to be partially deaf. 
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Chart 19 


MAJOR IMPAIRMENTS 
INCREASE WITH AGE 
RATE PER 1,000 MEN 
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Chronic diseases are the leading causes of death in the 
older ages. 


Heart disease is responsible for almost half the deaths 
among persons 65 years and over. Other important causes 
of death in this group are cancer (malignant neoplasms in 
chart), cerebral hemorrhages (vascular lesions, etc. in 
chart) and hardening of the arteries (general arterio- 
sclerosis in chart). 


aD ze 


CHRONIC DISEASE IS LEADING 
KILLER OF AGED 
DEATH RATES PER 1,000 PERSONS, 1949 
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Chart 20 





85+ 


Although older persons are more frequently ill than 
others in the population, they have less money to buy medi- 
cal care and fewer opportunities to obtain such care on a 
prepaid basis. 


At the beginning of 1952 about 1 in 4 persons 65 years of 
age and over had some protection against the cost of hospi- 
tal care through membership in a Blue Cross or independent 
plan or because he held a commercial accident and health 
policy. The corresponding ratio in the eoceyg population 
was a little over 1 in 2. 


Similar information on the coverage of prepaid medical 
care or surgical care is not available, but the evidence sug- 
gests that it is smaller than that for hospital care plans. 


The infrequency of prepaid care among older persons is 
due to a variety of causes. Enrollment methods rely heavily 
on group enrollment, usually at place of employment. Most 
older persons, particularly women, are no longer. at work 
and are therefore not reached by group enrollment. Some 
prepaid plans, furthermore, either limit the number of older 
persons enrolled, or exclude them altogether. 


Older persons are also at a disadvantage in the purchase 
of individually written commercial policies. Some of these 
policies are cancellable at the older ages. Others require 
such high premiums that not many can afford them. 
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Table 1.--Total population, and population 45 years of age and over, by age, United 
States: 1900 -— 1950 













; Population Population 
Total population 45 to 64 years 65 years and over 
















Year Percent Percent Percent 







As percent 












increase increase increase 
since since since of total 
1900 1900 1900. «|| POpuTavicn 



































5665006 75,994, 575 10, 399,976 3,080, 498 4.1 
TOTO... 6656 . 91,972, 266 13, 424, 089 3,949,524 4.3 
BOLO mete 105,710,620 17,030,165 4,933,215 4.7 
W930... es 122,775,046 21,414,981 6,633,805 5.4 
UGSO 6s wie we 131, 669,275 26,084, 276 9,019, 314 6.8 

150, 697, 361 30, 515, 900 12,2721, 178 8.1 


Source: Bureau of the Census, 16th Census of the United States, Population, Vol. II, 
Part 1, table 8; 1950 Census of Population, Advance Reports, Series PC-9, No. 1; 
unpublished data. Figures on the number of persons 45 to 64 years and 65 years 
of age and over for i950 are preliminary and subject to correction. 


Table 2.--Population 65 years of age and over, as a percent of total population, by State: 


1950 
State Percent 
United States....... 
JMET VIS 6 AO Oo Odo 6.5 hoursiana.i. «s.- 6.86 North Dakota.... 7.8 
BET TOn ee Se ies Sete aes aise as BO) S|, Masneisecce susie c's « 10.2 | Ohio............ 8.9 
IPKANS ASS oi ciaters cele .e! seis 7.8 Maryland........ es, Oklahoma........ 8.7 
Calaforniiancoocis aoe 8.5 | Massachusetts... 0.0 | Oregon.... 8.7 
Colona doOwsvarciete ave cies ere 6.7 | Michigan. 2.2... Wee Pennsylvania.... oe 
Connecticut.......... 8.8 | Minnesota....... 690) Nee et a 
i : South Carolina.. 5.4 

De TAWAT Clarercleleletole cls ciel cle cis 8.3 Mississippi..... 710 South -Denctacs ss 8.5 
District of Columbia..... 7.1 | Missouri O.3 | mennessee.<cs. cs bas 
la kop apie Wig cicd Gcmo OG Ol Oks 8.6 Montana.... 8.6 Texas. od cccts 6.7 
GEOTG la cespereiorers elas lelenelehetsiele 6.4 Nebraska........ 9.8 UIC AH steverelo nicl srelerele 6.2 
Pdaholvectersie aMeveleienevakere 7.4 INGVAGas cisve ters ecicls 6.9 Vermont. 2 odecee' 10.5 
Tit iO MS oes oo oe Shee cee 8.7 | New Hampshire... 0.9 | Virginia........ 6.5 
Tndianacct. cess ¢ SS REC RSE® S53 9.2 | New Jersey...... ‘8.1 | Washington...... 8.9 
Power cee Re Se eee 10,4 | New Mexico...... 4.9 | West Virginia... 6.9 
Kanisiasie cieuereroie tsrovcueleralio ene 10.2 New York... 655 Wisconsin. +.+... ae 
Kentuckyaceccn ox see toe fe 8.0 | North Carolina... feist) ie ray “Cagle 3 





Source: Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, Advance Reports, Series PC-9, 
No. 1 and unpublished data. 
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Table 3.-—Percent change in total population and in population 65 years of age and over, 
by State: 1940-1950 


Total Population Total Population 
State popu- | 65 years of age popu- | 65 years of age 
lation and over lation and over 
United States... 14.5 

Alabama...... piicha ake oor 8.1 45.8 Nebraska Gay 23.4 
Arizona.....<. alielis\ ole stiese 50.1 85.1 Nevada... 45.2 61.6 
Arkansas...... reerecte -2.0 38.9 New Hampshire.... 8.5 18.8 
CEES dorset es an COG OS 53.3 61.2 New Jersey 16.2 41.3 
COM GE AAO ao tene velerene or oxe) « 18.0 3967 New Mexico.. 23.2 42.0 
COMMECE UCU. a2 ccs seo 17.4 3726 New York 10.0 36.5 
Delaware....... Saco 19.4 28.0 North Carolina.. Ace T/ 43.9 
Dist. of Columbia.... PaO 37.9 North Dakota -3.5 22.4 
Jie sh We ks aie Gmc sierei 46.1 81.0 QblCaseuancaocoud 15.0 31.4 
Georp iia, oecsra cess. cree 1053 38.4 Oklahoma... -4.4 83.0 
GANG isc <0! o's eters! « ecere soos i252 37.3 Oregon... 39.6 43.5 
LIMES Bo WEG toc Ono 10.3 32.8 Pennsylvania 6.0 30.9 
WN AN As retereslers cies sie sie 14.8 25.3 Rhode Island..... all Ste) 20.7 
IG Wiaeisisiclo: baste re es : Sac 19.9 South Carolina... 11.4 41.4 
IRCA) s tents voi orsiia ici cistes eer 5.8 23.86 South Dakota..... sito) 24.4 
KEMGUCK Ys << sis cs) ses: 0s Sig) 24.1 12.9 36.8 
BOULSLANA. «os os crs « 13.5 48.6 20.2 47.8 
ME SORE eo Som ON erasers 7.9 16.5 25.2 40.4 
Maryland: ~ ....0 0006s oe 28.6 32.4 Vermont See 14.6 
Massachusetts........ 8.7 27..0 Virginia... s.... 23.9 38.5 
UieleBIE IG a eon oe PON 7 39.5 Washington 37.0 46.5 
Minnesota...... a site 6.8 26.7 West Virginia.... 5.4 37.2 
Mississippi.......% On -0.2 32.5 Wisconsin... 9.5 25.0 
Jeali e950 Serie oreo ce Gre ; 4.5 25.1 15.9 44.6 
ORT Boe o. c/s eres elie sne) os 5.6 40.3 





Source: Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, Advance Reports, Series PC-9, 
No. 1; Current Population Reports, Population Estimates, Series P-25, No. 37, 
and unpublished data. 


A minus sign (—) denotes decrease. 


Table 4.--Number of persons 65 years of age and over, by sex, 
United States: 1900-1950 





Persons 65 years of age and over 






Year 






Men per 
100 women 



























etouousieheieuele cess One 1,555, 418 1, 525,080 
TOTO tenele 5 eels sie 6 816 sie 9 1,985,976 1,963,548 101.1 
BOZO ais oie oie eereces ° 2,483,071 2,450,144 101.3 
1930. ..s..6. ers siseis! sie sie 3,325,211 3, 308,594 100.5 
ADAG aie c1s)s vile Strut Go c 4,406,120 4,613,194 95.5 


Sis wrsis oe 5, 797, 404 6,473,774 





Source: Same as Table 1. 
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Table 5.--Marital status of persons 45 years of age and over, by age 
and sex: 1947 


Sex and marital iid 
status 75 and over 

MOTs Search riers ia eneictpte 5-0 OmO.A 100.0 
Eran ys iAiada Uainkno daca. 53.1 
Wife present........ 49.5 
Wife absent......... 3.6 
WAGOWOG.. «<1 6.4 aietars aicusislieie 37.7 
Divorced........2.2+00- 73 
RTE ON Oic re lelotcisreueders werlaxsuetel one 8.4 
WOMEN sicioi0) eleiclanelctenciahe srelelellexcis 100.0 100.0 
Marre cic ccenclsl sila cisisielalere 2.2 19.3 
Husband present..... One 17.6 
Husband absent...... 2.0 dace 
Widowed. < cic. « o10 210 6 016 ssK6 47.1 T4i.9 
DiViONC Edie ctersi el sie sueker ois) aioin snare! -5 
SiG Ve sia10 2010) esos 15 at eueliersis 9.4 8.4 





Source: Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Popula— 
tion Characteristics, Series P-20, No. 10, Table 1. 


Table 6.—-Household relationships of persons 65 years of age and over, by 
sex: 1950 


Type of household and 


household relationships Women 
MOC al Noretevaneis ve catatcusliolsleve(oleleveieralcl<ioiaielaieionets aiaiaters 100 
Tin: NOUS ONO UGS ciciic12.0. «aie. averercls) oils! asi (elelelliieis ovsleleleleieters «teierels 95 
Own household... ...csseceeececccccceccccecccceece 62 
Married and living with spouse..........e2.ee- 30 
Living with relatives other than spouse....... 13 
Living alone, or with nonrelatives............ 19 
Not, in Own) households. <r. 21 ars aiststai oreo eto slots or sMelelecslisl re 33 
Living: with relativesic ici. c o<.cc ures sisters ees ereisiers 28 
Living with nonrelatives... c.sccssseccseerons 4 
En quasi—hous enoldsici.c-< ss ccclswiers cise ss ss auelcotahelotote orateiers ta) 
NOU a Wayevensicysveletersvereuchawellekel «eel esolefeis elletniienenel en ciereteveloletelieyeNetatstols 100 
In families (1 or more relatives present)........ vl 
Not in families (no relative present)......-.-.-- 29 





Source: Estimated by Social Security Administration from unpublished data 
of the Bureau of the Census. 


Definitions: The terms household, quasi-household and family are used in 
this table as defined in 1950 by the Bureau of the Census. A household 
includes all of the persons who occupy a house, an apartment or other 
group of rooms, or a room that constitutes a dwelling unit. It includes 
the related family members and also the unrelated persons, if any, such as 
lodgers, maids or hired hands who share the dwelling unit. A person 
living alone or a group of unrelated persons sharing the same living ac— 
commodations ‘as partners is counted as a household. A quasi-household is 
a dwelling place occupied as an institution, transient hotel, a large 
rooming house, a school, a vessel or a military, labor or trailer camp. 

A family is.a group of 2 or more persons related by blood, marriage or 
adoption and residing together. (Current Population Reports, Population 
Characteristics, Series P-20, No. 33.) 
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Table 7.--Income of all families and of families with heads 55 
years of age and over, by age of head: 1950 
F 







Age of head of family 
Income 









Number....-... 39,822,000 6, 334,000 4,798,000 






PETCED cis ooie cis << ieee aS 100.0 100.0 10050 
Under S500 msec. sis here aoe ese 5.8 6.6 act 
$500 to $999..... eo Den De Cid Die 7 
Si, 000 “to Siv49O.:« cc0.s ces 6.2 gs aN eae 
$1,500) tO S$25'999). 66.2 dees TAO Tso 8.6 
$2,000 to $2,499......... 8.9 9.3 8.8 
$2,500 to $2,999... scccese 8.9 6.5 LEG) 
$3,000 to $38,499......... Aan’ 9.7 Whee: 
$3,500 to $3,9990......... 9.0 Td 4.1 
$4,000 to $4,499......... 7.9 Tee 3.8 
$4,500 40 G4, 9896 . cies sire eer 6.2 2.6 
$5,000 to $5; 999). see 2.0% 9.0 ad: 4.4 
$6,000 tor$6099 ..10..c se Linge: 5.4 2.6 
$7000 GO $0, O90 a chevetenesciecs 5.8 ee 4.5 
$10,000 sand oversi<« «coc Sas} 4.8 Sse 





Source: Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Consumer 
Income, Series P-60, No. 9. 


Definitions: A family is a group of 2 or more persons related by 
blood, marriage or adoption and residing together. The tncome re- 
ferred to in this table is money income received by family members 
in 1950 from wages or salary, net earnings from self-employment, 
interest, dividends, rents, social insurance and related programs, 
public assistance, private assistance and contributions. Income 

as defined here excludes money receipts from the following sources: 
withdrawals from bank deposits, loans, tax refunds, gifts, lump-sum 
inheritances or insurance payments, and income derived from sale of 
assets. It excludes also income in kind, such as the value of 
home-grown food, free housing, and contributions of food or 
clothing. 


Table 8.--Income of persons living alone or with nonrelatives, by 
age: 1950 






Age 






Income 






















eR ED PO 9,194,000 1,876,000 2,480,000 
Percent. % 2d 0. pilstioucisueseue 100.0 100.0 100.0 
WAAES S50 coos owed siaees 3b 27.8 26.7 39.1 
BNIOs Vai OOO S... wisisicisas 0.6 p08 21.3 19.9 37.4 
$4 OOO Gon SE, BOG oss oe wks 10.4 11.9 9.4 
B23, 500 to $1,006. +65. sess 8.4 10.2 3.5 
$2,000 to $2,499. 050 06s cae 9.3 9.4 3.4 
$2,500 46 62,999. fi seecsean P| 4.9 1.9 
$3,000: 16: $3, 499. 0522s news 6.4 8.1 iss 
£3,500 16 °$3; 909... 688% eas 3.8 3.3 0.6 
$4,000) CO GA, ASG eta. 6 wlacens ane 1.9 aleyal 0.5 
$4,500 to $4,900s 6. 00s ees 422 1.6 0.1 
$5,000 to $5, 089s 66 ows 6 vais 4.2 ae 0.7 
$6,000 to $6,900. ..6cca sa 0.4 0.6 0.3 
$7,000 4a $9) 909. wins. cd ces 0.6 0.5 ee 
0.4 0.4 0.5 


$101,000" and OVELrs. «4's. 6.0 /s-<h0.6 


Source: Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Consumer 
Income, Series P-60, No. 9. 


Definitions: The individuals included in this table are either 
living alone or are living in households with no relative present. 
Income is defined as in Table 7. 
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Table 9.--Median income of families, by age of head, and 
of unrelated individuals, by age: 1950 









Median income 


Age of family head 


Of unrelated 
or of unrelated individual 


individual 






WOGiadss shidve-wioustie: eis 0 wreuare 






14-24... cc cue eialfeyeitatio: len eregat Nore 
25-34....666 


832 


eoecereeee 


Source: Bureau of the Census, Current Population Re- 
ports, Consumer Income, Series P-60, No. 9. 


Definitions: The terms family and income are used here 
as defined in Table 7. Unrelated individuals are 
persons living alone or in households with no relative 
present. Median income is the amount of money received 
by the family or unrelated individual, as the case may 
be, to be found in the middle of a grouping of families 
or unrelated individuals by size of income. In other 
words, half the families received more than the median 
income, half received less than the median. Median in-— 
come is not the same as mean (sometimes called "aver-— 
age") income, which is obtained by adding up all the 
income received and dividing by the number of families 
or unrelated individuals. In most income distributions, 
mean income tends to be larger than median income. 
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Table 10.--Dollar and relative costs of elderly couple's total budget, housing and other 
goods and services, 34 cities: October 1950 


pia Relative differences 
Oa tRt COst2 (Washington, D. C. = 100) 





City and State 






Other Other 

Total Hous— goods Total Hous— goods 

budget ing? and budget ing? and 

services services 

ASE aT Aigo Ge ore, oie eineiseive: Viste 0:6 ie Si wrenewl ete ome 98 
Baltimore, MGs 6 os o<:s 040 SSE SB AS SEE 99 
Birmingham.) Ala... 6 i006 < ebeysicrareter ene 98 
Boston, Mass...... STE Sos Gio saerars 104 
BUDE LAM Ore Nis N vs 0-0 ‘1a 01018" se lots eve Byer cvekene ts 98 
Chteaga. TUR. s o.6es cue ee ats See 104 
Cineinnatis-OhLOs. <6 <..3 SECs eens 98 
Cleveland, Ohio....... Wis soos oo 102 
DENVER, COMO ci aw ois «see Sosa ooo 98 
Demo we. MUD eisai «is, ove verve © SGotetelcrs 104 
Houston, Tex. .....- GSR oS SS) aco oeeshe 99 
Indianapolis, Ind..... eee, Utero) eyelets) 99 
VACKSONVATAG, MLAS pircis ce <injow ee was 98 
MAS AS CANE YA MOlscsic. 6 isis) 46 wieye. es ecefene ee 99 
EOS PANGE VES, GCald tists o sities susxe selec 106 
ManCHeSGer, 0 Non Hels .laresrcisiere is vieieleie sie 100 
Memphics © BER cic s:<1s «seat eels © Soe 98 
Milwaukee, Wis). 26 6s's6 dc is SSaose sce 101 
Minneapolis, Minn. ....0:..6%0% pieisiers 100 
PA ae pa llicte senators calor: ios) Jalleiie sie aio wie 96 
New Orleans, La...... een eteies ers S53 G38 98 
SOU Nis) “Lieveeie\so, susie s isiene wie sirens a6 104 
EO ONE. VIR: 6 io) esas cue so siete miierste ores 97 
PHtkadelpnias Pag. cecsersccvecccce 100 
PCC ES DURE EN, PBs are cis ile o10 6 aN alteilelelai (site 102 
EPC APA MED IC etepaiie crs cra)leis-eis/o1 6.6 oie ie 99 
PORCLANG OLE Bic iacecccsiew 00 ois. w 6 0-903 eve ene 104 
Richmond, Va......% eherouvieiedeteloreiisvstersr 95 
Sie MOUS, MOs 6 cae cueveueionereisievers ane 99 
pan. trance! Sco, Calif... cic ecic cies ew 106 
Savannah \Gas oi. 000 cas cis ieee we lave sie 04 
MOLARLONs, False since «cise cies evelelalel ite rele 97 
seattle, Wash... .scsesses Sisvenereratiess 106 
Washington, D. Coc... Sireistecehiattsvsst iol: : 100 


laverage rent paid in each city for tenant—-occupied two- and three-room dwellings, built 
or converted before 1947, that conform to the housing standards specified for the budget, 
plus the cost of required amounts of heating fuel, gas, electricity and water. 


Source: Monthly Labor Review, September 1951. 


Definition: The budget family consists of a husband and wife approximately 65 years old, 
who maintain their own two-— or three-room rented dwelling and who are able to get about 
and take care of themselves. The husband is retired or has only occasional employment. 
The family does not own an automobile. The elderly couple's budget was designed to repre- 
sent a level of living which provides the goods and services necessary to maintain health 
and allow normal participation in community life, in accordance with current American 
standards. Social and conventional as well as physiological needs are taken into account. 
The level of living described is not luxurious but is sufficiently adequate to provide for 
more than the basic essentials of consumption. 
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Table 11.--Income saved, home ownersHip, assets, indebtedness and net worth of spending 
units, by age of head: 1950, 1951 


Spending units with head 


All spending units | @5 years of age and over 


Item 





Percent of units falling in specified group 


Percent 1950 income saved....c.sccsccecces 100 
50 or more..... Salle etolets stotellaloieleiela lalate) ote lalate 5 
BO CO AGia' sci ui oie avevelievevei-s ais) eireial ove tatewera eveheteatele 21 
ST GO) Gas |e cheng aera irellaverta:oueeveroulouel ohatatebeceyavereserene 20 
BQ TICs va: 10:10. os ais role! alici aielietielio aialat elleverwyaleketeleledeneratete 19 
Negative Savings. oss cudeciecscs« Boe OF 35 
Homeownership, (105i irc e:c1--<tsveloiekais cio ora os lehane 100 
Own: HOME s sje: «ce cta-s cpeile wre aleve olaVetetacoie ele mises : 65 
PAY “PONS oxcie io oxchoidclacsisne ache sveletehe cto a eters 30 
ORO T a oteis foie) sire: ores eholfe: oio1 scr ola Revegs elensCoreie onate 5 
Total assets, 1950......... patalicteletetelsivishetene te 100 
Under: (B11 (000 we ikiel orcas, otsiwictere wise oes oa wae 26 
1 OOO= 4,990 \s.0a Gini verse) cicleieie a aheleveleslcte ere een. 138 
$B, O00 —24),'999 oo ste Gini os siiavers o eusile sie @ elereiereie. a 44 
20s OOO ANd OV.ET si) o1cici sie sietsiicveleneisieco-eisi sree as 15 
NOt ASCErtalNeds cic 5 sic cic cicwic site cies eo wiene v0 2 
Total indebtedness, 1951...cccccscccccsste 100 
INOUG eo yoo ecm oe le ialiniavolle lol’ laxchaliolaie atsMeloietsiaielarcrere 71 
B= BOO ies: Solon oleisso.lctetorw cbse Gig evete aie exe teasers 14 
io OS e500, 0. nis Hos DODO OO Co OU ood Oud Srerenersests 10 
Sy OOU cand OVEK er. oere.s:01cie, eieiciolevel sisileie sieusie eu 2 
Not) ASCertaineds « <ieiac cic «/0-s sine vicls) sieie se os 3 
Neti worth 1915025. 214, 6-cusie + wi0ols evens es teuaaas) saa otere 100 
ING Gail Vie oi cyo ates ple o siisic) ne «lsu os) ei eieeel so ers! olor) nl 
BUS OOS is tesrcicra sus ekeve tee ore) aievedal orepere-eioneveia’ eisto lone 26 
TOO OS 47 OOS so arate ceva eaisva neue) -e,0 ee vere acedsuecane 15 
Dip DOO SISA OOS) sie ienelis eilpieite cileieleieisia ouerelierencneiecens« 42 
2D ,O00 OF MOTE sic sie foieis.e/eiellers BC ATIO Ores 14 
NOt ascer Saline dicoiic cists ocls oo cisce oie) sleretprerae 2 





Source: Survey of Consumer Finances, Federal Reserve System, Federal Reserve Bulletin, 
December 1950, pp. 1588, 1591; July 1951, p. 772; September 1951, p. 1063; 
December 1951, p. 1517. 


Definitions: A spending unit is a group of persons living in the same dwelling and re— 
lated by blood, marriage or adoption, who pool their incomes for major items of expense. 
Income saved is the difference between current income and the sum of current expenditures 
for consumption and tax payments. Consumption expenditures include expenditures for non-— 
durable goods and services and for automobiles and other consumer durable goods, but do 
not include expenditures for the purchase of houses, which are regarded as capital assets. 
Expenditures to reduce debt are counted as saving and increases in debt are deducted from 
saving. Total assets include liquid assets (savings accounts, checking accounts, govern-— 
ment bonds, shares in savings and loan associations and credit unions), automobiles, 
owner-occupied home or farm, other real estate, business interest, corporate stock and 
livestock and crops on farms. Total indebtedness includes mortgages on homes, farms and 
other real estate, amounts owed on installment purchases and on charge accounts, as well 
as miscellaneous debts to financial institutions, businesses and individuals. Net worth 
is the difference between total selected reported assets and total reported debt. 
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Table 12.--Number of persons 65 years of age and over receiving income from specified 
sources: December 19511 


Source of income | totar | Men | Women 


Number (in millions) 


Be DEPSONS LOS TV GaNs) “ANC OVE Wer. 6.6, 001s) 0)/0,(0!o.0/% wie oharevere Slave Miers bik Sb ln ale sa aie 6.9 
Number with income from specified sources: 

EMD OVEN araravenare sie oi siares6)51 oval ahah ey/oliv) atte lexors:'a\es.a0\ 0 levee) Sieve eteie eislocaleve S0co6 1.5 
HEMI Ee Beto c late, oie Si oie ever e5.'9!0\/a) oahsr s) of oleher sist as) a\(eete ave 3°4\e-eversisin.ciie.eieiehevere.© -5 
WENO SOO RET OLS a, c5)ioxa) are siojlolo/ oi'siicits (oe to (o's), 2lis1's)a e120 ).6-(ohe), 0)6i8..65 eeleiisiw.ere. eis 1.0 

Social insurance and related programs: 

Old=age land survivors Insurances oo cisccccewas sc vec bese sees ees 1.4 

Hat LEOadh FO tid POM EM Usesls\ leis: o-5, cic leis oe0's. 0s wees (ele ete es we Stier orlahiofskavale aleve «1 

Government employee retirement programs.........-eceee0- eene o) ole Sak 

Veterans' compensation and pension program........cecccccsees 1 

OLS RS Sue acuis <a ere Se ae xan Sa carneoseeaens <6 Sete arslnans oe 

OU G— A ROMASST SPANCEC a cra ccs oc\a1 oh ahensialolte.s eieveneis 0 5 a,e elena sere Se Sie! ie alata! 6 Sa) eretare plese 
Percent receiving income from specified sources: 

Employment........ SBC BOR ORCC G0 COC OO OCI GOO CIOIDO1C- CICIG DDI OICIDICRS Sieiers 22 
OTIS GOST OF SOO DOUG DOCU ODOT OIA IOD OIC CID OCICS ORSICLE 7 
WIVES Ot (CAPNERS 6). 65/5 0/016 oiei oie whe sis: 1056. 018 SOP OOS GUC OO SCO BOOS Sate 14 

Social insurance and related programs: 

Old=agel arid) Survivors: INSULranCe ss. ¢.a.0% Mileeiswialeleicstow ei eee Sew ees 21 
Railroad retirement. << cc ccicseesscacess Nelsiehol ote le ielieveteisucleieis cals a6 Al 
Government employee retirement programs..........2.. si e)eieivielsile : 3 
Veterans' compensation and pension program........esesees setens 2 
OGHEMS sc ote cio cine FOC: SOLRO DOGO © SOO OUU OBO CUE OOO oHOGdor one 2 

Old-age assistance...........06- piettayelabeleie le) ol eleieleb ener sis A BtRCIO DAS OO OOS OF 20 





1gome persons received income from more than one of the sources listed. 
Wives of male beneficiaries of programs other than old-age and survivors insurance and 
railroad retirement. 


Source: Estimated by Social Security Administration from Bureau of the Census data and re—- 
ports of agencies administering social insurance and related programs and old-age 
assistance. 

Estimates are preliminary. 


Table 13.--Number of persons in paid civilian employment by cover- 
age under a public program providing old-age benefits: 
December 1951 


Coverage status Percent 

Total paid civilian employment....... 59, 600, 000 100 
Covered by a pubdic program........eeceeeee 51,600, 000 87 
Old-age and survivors insurance......... 45,700,000 At 
Railroad retirement. i... ccs escccccccccecs 1, 500,000 3 
Government employee retirement.........- 4,400,000 a 
Not covered by a public program......... sie 8,000,000 13 
Agriculture. ....ccsscces Bie Gaia) Slolsisioieaieilelos\e 4,600,000 8 
Wage workers...... OO DO UEC 6.065 Oto Sieio 700, 000 1 

SOUL —OMplO VC < sors 0.0101 6!a «oe s10, 101010315) 5 0lis: 3,900,000 7 
Domestic service...ccccccccccccce OS Dio 900, 000 2 
GOVEFOMEN bs 5c cies sos cce coe sles Pe akapeeressiare 1, 200, 000 2 
AVE TOtHE Rests cee << aenlenetayenatelecstesscereis aiayer elite ice 1, 300, 000 2 





Source: Estimated by Social Security Administration from Census 
Bureau's Monthly Report on the Labor Force. 
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Table 14.--Percent of persons 45 years of age and over in the labor 
force, by age and sex: 1890-1950 






Age and sex 












Men: 
AGas D Misi sie oteverevets.ceteleis 94.8 
SB — 6 Aiavenaegevcereleus:ieltelioheie 85.1 
GS and Towers «<< cies 6 45.0 
Women: 
(Noy apiioo aan Gian ae 36.9 
Jost alsy la euciomne ican Gra OO e768 






OSOy AIAr OVER <n. eter es sels 


Sources: Data for 1890-1945 from John D. Durand, The Labor Force in the 
United States, 1890-1960. 


Data for 1950 from Bureau of the Census, Current Population 
Reports, Labor Force, and unpublished data. 


Data refer to April of given year, except for 1890 and 1900, 
which refer to June, and for 1920, which refer to January. 


Table 15.--Average number of remaining years 
of life, in labor force and in 
retirement, men at selected ages: 
1900, 1940, 1947 


In In 
Year Total labor force retirement 
At age 20 
1900+... 6.05 42.2 39.4 2.8 
1OBO. cons ae 46.8 41.3 5.5 
CY es 48.0 42.8 5.2 
At age 40 
19007... 27.7 24.5 3.2 
AObO iwc sdinien 29.6 23.8 5.8 
ot an 30.2 24.8 5.4 
At age 60 
TOOOse.c-oere 14.3 11.5 2.8 
1940: osatsae 15.1 9.2 5.9 
YY (ae 15.3 9.7 5.6 





Iyortality data are for white men in 11 origi- 
nal death registration States. 


Source: Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Tables of Working Life, 
Length of Working Life for Men, 
Bulletin No. 1001, 1950, p. 42. 
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Table 16.~-Labor force participation rates, persons 65 years of age and over, 
by age and sex: March 1952 










Estimated 
civilian 
non—institutional 
population 
(in thousands) 


In labor force 

















Age and sex 







Number 


(in thousands) Percent 

















TOG toneye lela alele' ete levale-o .ePaterel se clalcis els 23 


GS-69 yearsss « cic cistevse ose orcrene 35 
OTM VOOR Sse veels eccbannl oio-ole araceus 22 
7S Y¥Oars. aNd OVER ss onsccic-c ose 9 
Oe aie 0.6 OO IGaG eisialetaleisysteicial siete) s 41 
OS—COMVERPS o.0ic ots cscs o oclereietse 58 
VO=VA) VATS s <p ce sis e'srs sien sien 40 
MS YEars: AN) OVEL ss s<.s Sie ce o's 18 
WOMEN a arene sis) eters SON OO ADO SHS eo GAC 8 
65-69 years..... Stelotenaialets S55 13 
70-74 years....... aS Boco onde 6 


75 years and over....... 






Source: Bureau of the Census, unpublished data. 


Table 17.--Employment status of persons 55 years of age and over, by age and sex: 


March 1952 
Age 
Employment status 65 and over 
and sex 
Number Number 
(in thousands) Percent (in thousands) Percent 
Men 

NGG et lnetalreratalcisncieleteis/.clecel sisi enersl ches 100 

Im Tabor force... ... Siersisisierexs eeeaiats 41 
BDI OV; Clicie\io14)910)6l olle)le) ees) e\(cie. si aieke 39 
WHEMP OVS jcc is wo oic)c 6 ele sel sieiee wus 1 
Now im sPabor LOCC. sels < ecis os « o50 0s 59 
Unable to workt..........2000. 14 
(0-1 ee 45 

Women 

PRO a ovsioteveleleieialieve) ate ous ialiots iat oileist = 100 

EVOL ADOE LORCE sisxcioie lsiersie inie sstsrereverets 8 
Employed........-- 0 BU rEEOITS . 8 
Unemployed......... Savarese le ores (2) 
NOt cam: Labor fOr CE. .sicle o.c0 0c 50 6 92 
Keeping house. ....ccc cesses °* 79 
Unable to work?........eceeei 10 
OUNEL cic 3 s.0 VE DOO OOOO OG Sonor 4 





las given in the source. The number of persons classified in the table as unable to work 
is an estimate of the number who had a long-standing condition which was sufficiently 
serious in their opinion to keep them out of the labor force. It is, of course, less 
than the number who on a given day are prevented by illness or disability from carrying 
on their usual work or other activity. 

“Less than 0.5 percent. 


Source: Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Labor Force, Series P-57, 
INGie. ebay. 


Data refer to estimated civilian noninstitutional population. 
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Table 18.--Class of worker of employed persons, by age: March 1952 












Age of Worker 


14 and 
over | 45-54 | 55-64 
100 100 100 | 


Class of worker 






Total wsemplLOyed. « s.c-<\s esis sivisheteiclee 
Wage and salary workers.......e.e0e% 


OL Lm CMP TOYS Ce oieicleia ene sce) sisi late elsiolelsiells 


40 
AGTUCUL TUNE. « oc sci» © v0 0) Sic ele sieie ele 21 
OGG. sire sieile etal ote sielioi* ol alias) sietelaisioney aie 19 


Unpaid family workers... 2... osc.sscoe. 


Source: Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Labor Force, 
Series P-57, No. 117, and unpublished data. 


Table 19.--Major occupation group of employed persons, by age: January 1952 



















Age of worker 





Major occupation group 


Total employed.......- 


Professional, technical and kindred workers.........0-22.- 8 
Farmers and farm managers. <..<< < </< ccs o01s1010101/0)e cele o elslecieie s 18 
Managers, officials and proprietors, except farm........ 14 
Clerical and kindred workers. .....cc ccc cewsecsccesioscccs 6 
Sales WOPKers ccs 6s 60s csc se elves «0 0.0 6 ssc cm 6.0 016 510 ale siecle 5 
Craftsmen, foremen and kindred workers......cceccecscvece 10 
Operatives and kindred workers... ...ccccccccceccssecceecs 10 
Private household workers... ccscccccccccccccccccscccccse 5 
Service workers, except private household..........c+ses 138 
Farm laborers and foremen........-+..0- sisi eievolalatalela\svetelelstenstaie 4 


Laborers, except farm and mine.....scccececccccccvcceces 





Source: Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reports, Labor Force, Series P-57, 
No. 115, and unpublished data. 


Detail may not add to total because of rounding. 


Table 20.--Disabling injuries and absenteeism rates in manu- 
facturing, by age: 19845 


Disabling injuries 


Number per 
million 
hours worked 













Number of 
days lost 
per 100 
workdays 






Average 
days of 
disability 


Age 
















PONG Bilicholeleietereleusve 


URGE RW 2Ow sreietesslem sie aie 
0S COO OO OOe 
DG 20 cicisiclars) cle alere: sisteks 
9O— S4iicc ce vccccscise « 
SB= SO sitieaenc eins seraicie 
ADm BA. sisi ate ein cisieis eles 
WE AO eres aieialevevalessialeraie 
EO = OFA cians oi esleloiel<telsietere 
polomato}’ tapi IOS OI err 


S 


BOND AHDHWH HAA 
nwoodworh ThOHWH OHM A 


° 


= IB 
RODONIOWVYH OOKRO O 
OMRGQrFEOADhRONOD A 


h 


hp 


hr 


h 
e 






60-64... cece escecee : 16. ° 
65-89... eee e ee eceee . ob”) . 
° 15 . 


T0—Thscccccsccsececs 


l¥or all reasons. 
Source: Monthly Labor Review, July 1948. 
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Table 21.--Years of school completed among persons 25 years of age 
and over, by age: 1950 






Age 


25 and 
Guen 25 to 29 


















Years of school completed 







Median school years completed........ 


Percent distribution, by years of 
school completed: 


LO Gie lear okairaicelle: ai bXierereye-avol'eue-c).oreveer sie 100 

INO WO siasayeyais wicioieverel ole olaiore) sis ienaisverevels.'s uf 
Elementary school: 

Bess: than 5° years... < <6 000-0:0-«.0 «6 15 

Sr andG: -VearSer. oi slc.c)sieieisiw oe oore 14 

Te ANGMO VC AT'S sie aieicielsie oi ciccreicie eens 34 
High school: 

PEO MO) VE aT Siarerco ers. o.5h eee ol Sya~aks 10 

2 SACS 5 OIE) OOO COREY CREDO I 10 
College: 

1 to 3 years.......cescseeseee 4 

a Years: OF MOTE«\¢ «20's mss 96.0: ots 3 


NOGe PEPOPUEds cic csc oes case case 





Source: Bureau of the Census, 1950 Census of Population, Prelim-— 
inary Reports, Series PC-7, No. 6. 


Table 22.--Average remaining lifetime (in years) at specified ages: Death- 
Registration =n 1900-1902; and United States, 1949 













| 1900-1902 _ 1949 
White White Nonwhite Nonwhite 
Total Total males females males females 





AC DERE De: coders ace 5 
BO sriic deinics sie ote eee ace 26.8 
23.5 
20.4 
2727 
eles) 


14.4 


Dee save ccecceeees 
D5 cc ccceccescsces 
OO srstenersiciviata e's rele = © 
OSniveviscicccsse sees 


TOs eve sisi wianehel oe oe 5:6 


H7 Oia elieieian eusiiekelene sets) 6's) 6 






Source: Public Health Service, National Office of Vital Statistics. 


Table 23.—-Prevalence of disability, by chronicity, age, sex and color, 8 cities; 
1935-1936 


Percent of persons of specified ages disabled on the day 
of the visit in 8 citiesl 





Chronicity, color 
and sex 
















Age 
Under 
Total 15 15-24 25-44 45-64 
FEO Geek We cerca to orate iol sietene e600, @is ene [oye 4.45 2.94 4.21 8.76 


Major chronic diseases and 


Pmpairments~. <2. cess cscs cscs 8.06 
Bil Other diagnoses. <. ...600sse 5.85 
INOTWid bOla ie oie s\01e oksie ie sisi! «06 es; Sieiaie 20.02 
WET ASU Gini o sio)'a 0) of'siinyini's ieireils, oes) eho, eke aile'eice 13. 53 

MOL ESs niatess wisi wel sie exe eal sie1aeie ove 14.14 





OME O Seicts ois! visic. ois eieislee! o)9 sie ee 


latlanta, Ga.; Cincinnati, Ohio; Dallas, Texas; Fall River, Mass.; Newark, N. J.; 
Oakland, Calif.; St. Paul, Minn.; and Seattle, Wash. 

Cancer, rheumatism, diabetes, nervous diseases, all circulatory diseases, tuber- 
culosis, asthma and hay fever, hernia, nephritis, and major orthopedic impair- 
ments. 


Source: National Health Survey 1935-36, unpublished data in files of Public 
Health Service. 
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Table 25.--Death rates? for selected causes, at specified ages, United States: 1949 


Age 


Cause of death 


85 and 
over 
JAIL ELIA SS Sa! SI oe slintetateietels Oe 242.0 
Tuberculosis, all forms (001-019)... 6.0106 clss sees a6 
Malignant neoplasms, including neoplasms of 
lymphatic and hematopoietic tissues 
Apa OO Sal starat ate eisialeiaie is afiais (seine will sie) sle/sisayerele! i eile 17-6 
Diabetes meLetws 1 (GO) coo excesses cies ae se os eis 6 oa 6 alesis} 
Major cardiovascular renal diseases (330-334, 
400-468, 592-594)........ceeceoee ais tetehiot ets sieheie lens 172.9 
Vascular lesions affecting central nervous 
SVSCSM GO OSA yoo cnsic oie) wilewie ele gichesia)osie%s wie 84.5 
Diseases of heart (410-443).......... mietaisieile 107.9 
Hypertension without mention of heart 
(444—-447)........ coo kanaaece pie ieie ie etele Biavistele 8.4 
General arteriosclerosis (450)........-..6- 20.9 
Other diseases of circulatory system 
(400-402, 451-468)........... ie ei anevers aeiers -9 
Chronic and unspecified nephritis and other 
renal sclerosis (592-594).....c.2+ccceccee 5.3 
Influenza and pneumonia (480-493).....-e.ceseeee 10.5 
Hernia and intestinal obstruction (560, 561, 
OW Oiseieves sners aNametelis) ercloteielcystalaraiecs piste eReiaycleieionsislsnsapieve 1.4 
Hyperplasia of prostate (610).......-2s--sceeeee 2.4 
Symptoms, senility, and ill-defined conditions 
W7EG—7 SOs c/s) oaraner sie shaliehelals: steiaieteiesenela tae Saeod os S35 9.6 
Accidents (E800-E962)........-... PERS Sivas COND OS 12.9 
Motor-vehicle accidents (E810-E835)....... 5 8 
All other accidents (E800-E802, E640- 
BOG) eiatoisietsletelolaheis oie tels cur 2 eke! oheiol assis ei oonicushe laters 12.3 
All other causes......... SA oe Sas od Bone Sesteiers 12.4 





trates are per 1,000 estimated midyear population, excluding armed forces overseas. 


Numbers after causes of death are category numbers of the Sixth Revision of the Inter- 
national Lists, 1948. 


Source: Public Health Service, National Office of Vital Statistics. 
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Table 26.--Percent of population insured 
against cost of hospitaliza-— 
tion, all ages and persons aged 
65 and over: March 1952 


Age Percent insured 
EOE dea cia net oats 156 
65 years and over...... 26 
CS~-COOic a ciclsis oe dereiscieie 36 
Om 7 Aiaicl a\n oierelloi Gini ahe sieis 25 
TO) ANG OVENS <2 aicc este 15 


1Estimate for December 1951. 


Source: Estimate for all ages from Health Insurance 
Council, A Survey of Accident and Health 
Coverage in the United States as of Decem- 
ber 91, 1951. 
Estimate for persons 65 years and over from 
special survey made for Social Security Ad- 
ministration by the Bureau of the Census. 
Data are preliminary. 


Data relate to persons insured through the 
Blue Cross, commercial group and individual 
accident and health policies, and independ-— 
ent plans. 


The following 8 tables differ somewhat from the other 
tables in this publication. They deal with attitudes rather 
than with the more tangible characteristics of people. An 
attitude is of course just as much a characteristic as a 
person's age, sex or income, but it is unfortunately true 
that little has been developed in the field of attitudes of 
older persons that can be quantitatively expressed. For 
this reason the 8 tables reproduced here merit incorporation 
in the present publication. 


One note of caution may be sounded. When age data are 
shown in the published results of public opinion polls, it 
is because age differences were found. Such tables unavoid— 
ably tend to emphasize differences rather than similarities 
in the attitudes of older and younger persons. The tables 
below comprise all that the editors were able to glean ina 
quick survey of the field. 


With the exception of Tables 30 and 35, the data are 
taken from Hadley Cantril (editor) and Mildred Strunk (com- 
piler), Public Opinion, 1935-1946, Princeton University 
Press, 1951. Table 30 comes from Paul F. Lazarsfeld and 
Harry Field, The People Look at Radio, University of North 
Carolina Press, 1946. The source for Table 35 is The New 
Jersey Poll, Princeton Research Service, Princeton, New 
Jersey, release dated November 4, 1948. With the last ex— 
ception all data are based on a Nation-wide sample.. 


Table 27 


Do you think the courts of this State should recognize 
divorces granted by Reno courts? (1945) 


Yes No No opinion 
TO Gal! scvs wee miele sien ais Asc 34% 51% 15% 
Sil=20) Year Sic sce sisisistevivis «eee « 43% 44% 13% 
BO=4 0) (VOaT Sinisa. 4 o/c cress wleleisle > 36 50 14 
50 years and. CVer.<. + «s< 0 sce 26 58 18 


= $0 . 


Table 28 


It has been suggested that a course in sex education be 
given to students in high schools. Do you approve or 


disapprove of this plan? (1943) 
Approve Disapprove No opinion 
MO te lisa are lctievensyere 68% 16% 16% 
LI=20) VEaALSs cases aes 77% 13% 10% 
BO=49) VEATSicks a cuciee ces 69 15 186 
50 years and over.... 61 20 19 
Table 29 


Do you think the army should or should not let soldiers 
serving overseas marry girls who live in occupied cawtries 


in Europe? (1946) 
Should Should not Undecided 

POW als « cisieici ei sien esses 44% 48% 8% 
DI 20 “Wears. cciscistinweemene 53% 40% 7% 
DO 49 CP VEALRS< aie co cittolelencic cite 6 46 46 8 
5© years and OVE€Prs oes cess 37 54 9 
World War II veterans..... 61 33 6 

Table 30 


Proportion Liking to Listen to Religious Radio Programs in 
the Evening According to Age and Education (1945-46) 


Grammar High 
School School College 
Under SO) years. <2 cs 3.016.205 cx eae 13% 11% 8% 
BOUEO. GO) Yara > 0 00 scise ss 19 15 12 
40 to 49 years....ccssseocee 22 16 9 
50 years and over........ee- 33 28 16 
Table 31 


Do you believe there is a life after death? (1944) 


Undecided or 


WO euilivsy ieyrato. ocielce car eueirenesis 


eeeeee 


BO PRICE USS CA OO OOO OI OE ODOL 
BO-A9 “VieaPrsiesc cc cscicecc cs es cee 
50 years and OVEL.....-cccceees 


Table 32 


Yes 


78% 


70% 
76 
79 


No 


13% 


17% 
13 
10 


no opinion 


11% 


13% 
a 
alia 


After the war would you like to see many changes or reforms 


made in the United States, 


or would you rather have the 


country remain pretty much the way it was before the war? 


(1943) 
Changes 
TO Gallic sees ois 32% 
PI=2O JEaALGSs sister 3-0 sisiewc 35% 
80=49 yearsS..<cccsscece 32 
50 years and over...... 30 
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Way it was 


before 


58% 


55% 
58 
60 


Undecided 


10% 


10% 
10 
10 


Table 33 


Would you be willing to go back to food rationing in order 
to send food to people in other nations? (1946) 


No opinion or 
Yes No 


undecided 
TOURtC ue cose ae ee ter 59% 36% 5% 
Si1— SGin Vemrs:. eivgeceravc. creme enenetsre erste 56% 38% 6% 
SO=AO: JV SAIS cite. cele ells) oueies'oe nse eles 60 35 5 
50 years and Over... o.6..c00s 57 a7 6 
Table 34 


Do you favor or oppose a law in this State which would re- 
quire an employer to hire a person if he is qualified for 
the job, regardless of his race or color? (1945) 


Favor Oppose No opinion 
POtah 4. cigix wtonpans siete odie 43% 44% 13% 
21-29 YVEATSecccceereessoses 55% ' 84% 11% 
3O=49 Vy eGarsic) cc 2.210 sucrose: ols siaisis 42 45 13 
5O yeare and oOverss so o.< «a 38 48 14 
Table 35 


Would you like to attend classes and take 
special courses for adults in some school or 
college? (1948) 


Yes No No opinion 
LOwGctilh cies one orsie sv erens 45% 52% 3% 
ZA 29 YS APSs sso, oss snarene 80% 38% 2% 
80-44 years. .cceccssee 50 49 1 
45 years and over..... 33 62 5 
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